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the Bureau to conduct a review of San Anto-
nio’s environmental assessment and feasibility 
study of the reuse program. Staff of the Bu-
reau of Reclamation are currently working in 
coordination with staff of the San Antonio 
Water System to perform this review. The 
SAWS project authorization was included in S. 
901 in the 104th Congress, a bill reported fa-
vorably by the Senate Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. Unfortunately, that 
version of the bill did not become law. 

We face a continuing challenge to use our 
natural resources more efficiently so that we 
can meet our communal obligation to provide 
high quality drinking water to all of our neigh-
borhoods and to maintain a supply of water for 
economic growth and expansion. In San Anto-
nio, our five military installations will benefit 
from the recycling project, reducing their need 
to rely on Edwards Aquifer water. Other large 
water consumers will also switch to recycled 
water for non-potable uses, helping us better 
manage our water supply. SAWS has stepped 
up to the plate to find long-term solutions, and 
this recycling project is part of that plan. I am 
honored to join with my colleagues from San 
Antonio, Congressman LAMAR SMITH, Con-
gressman HENRY BONILLA, and Congressman 
CHARLES GONZALEZ, as original co-sponsors of 
this legislation. 

f

BETHESDA FALCONS WIN RECORD 
SEVENTH MARYLAND SOCCER 
TITLE 

HON. CONSTANCE A. MORELLA 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, June 18, 1999

Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Speaker, it is my great 
pleasure to congratulate the Bethesda Soccer 
Club Falcons for their victory in the U–16 girls 
Maryland State Cup championship. Their de-
feat of the Soccer Club of Baltimore Force on 
Saturday, June 5, by the score of 11–0, 
marked the Falcon’s seventh consecutive title, 
a Maryland record. The Falcons have won the 
title each year since they have been eligible to 
compete for the State Cup. The team will trav-
el to Rhode Island next month to compete in 
the U.S. Youth Soccer Association Eastern 
Regional Championships. 

The Force battled throughout the game and 
never relented, but the Falcons’ stout defense, 
anchored by defenders Caitlin Curtis, Amy 
Salomon, Alison West, and goalies Anna 
Halse-Strumberg, and Kerry York, limited the 
Force to just a handful of shots. On offense, 
the Falcons were led by three goal perform-
ances from Audra Poulin and Jenny Potter. 
Jenna Linden contributed two goals with 
Christi Bird, Stephanie Sybert, and Allison 
Dooley tallying the remaining scores. The Fal-
con midfielders, Beth Hendricks, Tara Quinn, 
Jennifer Fields, Susannah Empson, and 
Tanya Hahnel, played a key role in transition 
between offense and defense. The Falcon de-
fense did not allow a goal in the five games 
of the 1999 State Cup tournament while the 
offense recorded 29 goals. On Sunday, the 
Falcons ended their regular season with a first 
place finish in the Washington Area Girls Soc-
cer Association U–17 Premier Division. The 
team was guided by coach Richie Burke. 

MANDATORY GUN SHOW 
BACKGROUND CHECK ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JAMES A. BARCIA 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 17, 1999

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2122) to require 
background checks at gun shows, and for 
other purposes:

Mr. BARCIA. Mr. Chairman, I rise in support 
of the Dingell, Oberstar, Stenholm, Tanner, 
Cramer, John amendment. 

The amendment addresses several con-
cerns that are important to my constituents in 
the Fifth District of Michigan. H.R. 2122, as 
written would allow a 72-hour delay at Gun 
Shows if the instant check is not approved. In 
my district, many of my constitutents purchase 
their firearms at Gun Shows because of the 
rural nature of this area and access to fire-
arms for hunting or self-protection is not read-
ily available. The Dingell Amendment would 
not strike the instant check at gun shows, but 
would lower the 72-hour delay to 24 hours. In 
many cases, a gun show is only in an area for 
2 days. The three-day delay would prevent 
many law-abiding citizens from purchasing 
legal firearms. With more than 92 percent of 
the delays approved, this would be a severe 
restriction for those law-abiding citizens who 
want to exercise their Second Amendment 
Rights. Under current law, in a majority of 
cases, if the purchaser of the firearm is latter 
to be found in violation of state of federal law, 
the police were able to recover the firearm 
with little difficulty. 

I strongly believe that we should support 
every effort to protect the rights of law-abiding 
citizens and punish those who ignore the 
law—particularly those who use a firearm and 
injure or kill their victim. This Amendment in-
creases the penalty for criminals who use a 
banned assault weapon in conjunction with a 
crime. 

A 72-hour check is a back door effort to 
stop otherwise legal gun sales. We can do it 
instantly with today’s technology. If you want 
to ban gun sales then say so. If you want rea-
sonable safety check, then a 24-hour delay is 
enough. I urge adoption of the Dingell Amend-
ment. 

f

LEGISLATION TO PROTECT 
SENSITIVE CALIFORNIA LANDS 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 18, 1999

Mr. FARR of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to give notice to my colleagues that I 
am introducing three pieces of legislation to 
help protect sensitive California lands. The 
first bill is the California Coastal Rocks and Is-
lands Wilderness Act of 1999. I am pleased to 
be able to offer this bill with bipartisan support 
and want to thank my colleagues, Messrs. 
GALLEGLY, WAXMAN, CAMPBELL, STARK, 

BILBRAY, Ms. ESHOO and Mrs. CAPPS for join-
ing me in this effort. 

Mr. Speaker, the purpose of this bill is to 
recognize the ecological significance of the 
tens of thousands of small rocks, islands and 
pinnacles off the California coast, by desig-
nating them as part of the National Wilderness 
Preservation System. These small islands and 
rocks provide important resting sites for Cali-
fornia sea lions, Steller’s sea lions, elephant 
seals and harbor seals, as well as providing a 
narrow flight lane in the Pacific Flyway. 

An estimated 200,000 breeding seabirds of 
13 different species use these rocks and is-
lands for feeding, perching, nesting and shel-
ter. Birds that use these areas include three 
threatened and endangered species: the 
brown pelican, the least tern and the peregrine 
falcon. 

The Wilderness designation afforded by this 
act would apply to all rocks, islands and pin-
nacles off the California coast from the Or-
egon border to the U.S. Mexico border, which 
are currently under the jurisdiction of the Bu-
reau of Land Management (BLM). This in-
cludes nearly all of the federally-owned lands 
above the mean high tide and within three 
geographical miles off the coast. 

The designation would afford the highest 
protected status and highlight the ecological 
importance of all of the small rocks, islands 
and pinnacles off the California coast, which 
together comprise approximately 7,000 square 
acres. Adding these areas would also further 
the Wilderness Act’s goal of including unique, 
ecologically representative areas to the Sys-
tem. 

Rocks and islands which are already pat-
ented or reserved for marine navigational aids, 
National Monuments, or state parks will not be 
affected by the legislation. 

I am pleased to be able to introduce this bill 
and look forward to its swift passage, so that 
these unique areas of California’s ecosystem 
can be preserved and protected for genera-
tions to come. 

Mr. Speaker, the second piece of legislation 
that I am introducing today is the ‘‘Pinnacles 
National Monument Boundary Adjustment Act 
of 1999’’. This legislation transfers land that is 
currently under the jurisdiction of the Bureau 
of Land Management to the National Park 
Service at the Pinnacles National Monument 
in California. 

This ‘‘no cost’’ land exchange will also des-
ignate the additional land acquired by the Na-
tional Park Service as a component of the Na-
tional Wilderness Preservation System. I 
would like to point out that this will not change 
the current management practices that have 
been conducted by the Bureau of Land Man-
agement. 

Finally, this legislation authorizes the Sec-
retary to acquire additional lands depicted on 
the map through purchase, donation, or a 
combination thereof. 

Mr. Speaker, the third piece of legislation 
that I am introducing will require the National 
Park Service to conduct a feasibility study re-
garding options for the protection and ex-
panded visitor enjoyment of nationally signifi-
cant natural and cultural resources at Fort 
Hunter Liggett, California. 

Under BRAC several historic buildings are 
now being transferred to the National Park 
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Service from the United States Army. In addi-
tion, other cultural sites, cultural landscapes, 
buildings, and the natural resources of the en-
tire 165,000 acre fort area merit evaluation for 
future protection and visitor enjoyment, either 
in concern with military activities or in the 
event of future military downsizing. 

Fort Hunter Liggett and the surrounding 
areas have a deep and storied history. Serv-
ing as hunting grounds, for more than 10,000 
years, archaeologists have found artifacts 
throughout the San Antonio Valley and the 
Santa Lucia Mountains. In 1771, construction 
began on Mission San Antonio, the third mis-
sion established in California which is a work-
ing inholding that can still be visited. 

To quote Wendell Berry ‘‘To cherish what 
remains of the Earth and to foster its renewal 
is our only legitimate hope of survival,’’ Mr. 
Speaker, I urge you and our colleagues to join 
me in supporting these three pieces of legisla-
tion that will help to protect our coasts, lands 
and history. If we lose this opportunity we will 
not get another chance once damage has oc-
curred. 

f

A TRIBUTE TO THE HISTORIC AN-
DERSON COTTAGE—SUMMER 
WHITE HOUSE TO THREE PRESI-
DENTS 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 18, 1999

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, on the grounds 
of the U.S. Soldiers’ and Airmen’s Home 
(USSAH) in Northwest Washington, D.C., sits 
one of our country’s most historic buildings, 
the Anderson Cottage. Rarely visited and vir-
tually unknown, it was the summer White 
House of three U.S. presidents: Chester Ar-
thur, Rutherford B. Hayes,and, most notably, 
Abraham Lincoln. President Lincoln spent a 
quarter of his presidency living at the Soldiers’ 
Home and it was in Anderson Cottage where 
he wrote the last draft of the Emancipation 
Proclamation. 

The building is in need of restoration, and 
the USSAH has been working with the Na-
tional Trust for Historic Preservation to find 
funding to restore the building and open it up 
as an historic site. Anderson Cottage also is 
listed as one of the First Lady’s ‘‘Save Amer-
ica’s Treasures’’ sites. The following article il-
lustrates the importance of this home, as well 
as the equally historic Soldiers’ and Airmen’s 
Home on which it sits.

[From the Washington Times, March 18, 1999] 
LIVING LINK TO LINCOLN HIDDEN IN PLAIN 

SIGHT 
(By Catherine Watson) 

I went to Washington recently to look for 
links to one of the country’s heroes. I wanted 
to explore the city that Abraham Lincoln 
knew, the Washington of the Civil War. 

Because I had only a few days, I thought I 
should choose the big names. But the high-
light was a place I had never heard of—one of 
the least-visited of Lincoln sites and argu-
ably the most important: Anderson Cottage. 
(See? I didn’t think you had heard of it.) 

The cottage lies off North Capitol Street, 
on the grounds of what Lincoln knew as the 

Soldiers’ Home, now the U.S. Soldiers’ and 
Airmen’s Home, a handsome, 320-acre cam-
pus on high ground in the Northwest quad-
rant of the city. About 1,100 retired enlisted 
personnel live there, veterans from World 
War II through Vietnam. 

I parked near the house, walked up the 
wooden porch steps and entered a large room 
that would be familiar instantly to anyone 
who knows military posts. There was that 
same smell of governmental dust, the same 
kind of linoleum alternating with Veterans 
Affairs gray paint on the floor, even the 
same sickly pale green on some of the walls. 
I liked it. 

But there didn’t seem to be much to see. 
Just how important is it historically? 

Very, said Kerri Childress, public affairs 
director for the home, whose office is in An-
derson Cottage. This is where Lincoln fin-
ished the Emancipation Proclamation. 

Ms. Childress, a tall, slim woman with 
bright blond, short-cropped hair, has a con-
tagious enthusiasm for the Soldiers’ Home, 
its residents and Anderson Cottage. 

‘‘This really is a well-kept secret,’’ she 
said. ‘‘Even the Lincoln buffs are sometimes 
surprised.’’ 

More surprising is how rarely it’s visited: 
At most, 100 tourists a year find their way to 
the cottage. 

‘‘If this building were any place else, it 
would be a national shrine,’’ Ms. Childress 
said. ‘‘We make such a big deal out of Ford’s 
Theater. Nothing happened there except that 
he died. This was where he lived. This was 
where he created. This was where he became 
Abraham Lincoln.’’ 

Like many presidents, Lincoln had a sum-
mer White House, though I had never associ-
ated that plain man with such a luxury. This 
was it—a getaway that may have been the 
only place in Washington where he and his 
family had a semblance of normal life or 
anything approaching happiness. 

It’s still fresh and countrylike, but now 
the Soldiers’ Home is an island awash in city 
streets. During Lincoln’s summers, it was 
well outside of smelly, muddy, crowded, in-
sect-ridden Washington—a genuine country 
estate built for a local banker in 1840. 

The government purchased the property in 
1850 to create one of the nation’s first homes 
for veterans. The cottage was renamed at the 
start of the Civil War to honor Maj. Robert 
Anderson, the Union Commander of Fort 
Sumter, the bastion off the South Carolina 
coast where the first official shots were 
fired. 

Anderson Cottage was the first infirmary 
at the Soldiers’ Home, the first guest house 
and, in 1954, the first dormitory for female 
veterans, Ms. Childress said. 

The gray-stucco cottage also served as 
summer White House for presidents Ruther-
ford B. Hayes and Chester A. Arthur. Presi-
dent James Buchanan had his summer resi-
dence across the street. 

But it’s the Lincoln connection that mat-
ters most. 

‘‘Secretary of War Edwin Stanton did not 
want Lincoln up here,’’ Ms. Childress said. 
‘‘He felt they could not protect him out 
here.’’ Stanton probably was right. 

From late June to early November, start-
ing in 1862, Lincoln commuted virtually 
daily by horseback between the cottage and 
the White House, accompanied by 20 to 30 
cavalrymen with their swords drawn. He 
didn’t much care for the escort. 

Even so, Ms. Childress said, one night he 
arrived at the cottage without his stovepipe 
hat. It had been shot off his head. 

Anderson Cottage also is where John 
Wilkes Booth’s first plot against the presi-

dent was supposed to have been carried out. 
It was a kidnapping plan that later was 
abandoned in favor of a bullet. 

There, too, Mary Todd Lincoln held se-
ances, trying to connect with the spirit of 
her son, Willie, who had died in the White 
House just three months before the Lincolns 
first came to Anderson Cottage. 

This also is where Mrs. Lincoln spent two 
months recuperating from an 1863 carriage 
accident. Some historians believe the car-
riage had been tampered with in an attempt 
on Lincoln’s life, Ms. Childress said. 

Mrs. Lincoln refused to be taken to the 
White House after the accident. ‘‘There was 
an open-door policy at the White House’’ 
during the war, Ms. Childress said. ‘‘I can 
only imagine the chaos.’’

Besides, ‘‘Mrs. Lincoln wasn’t set up to be 
a politician’s wife, especially a president’s 
wife. What comforted her was this place.’’

At Anderson Cottage, ‘‘Lincoln did not en-
tertain and did as little business as pos-
sible,’’ Ms. Childress said. ‘‘There is very lit-
tle doubt in my mind that some of Lincoln’s 
greatest thoughts and greatest writings took 
place in this house. This is the only place he 
would have had the solace and the quietude 
to do that.’’

As the afternoon deepened into the winter 
twilight, Ms. Childress walked me across the 
drive to an ancient copper beech, a gigantic 
tree with a knobby trunk and a ring of low 
branches touching the ground. Where each 
touched, a young tree had sprung up. 

‘‘In summer,’’ Ms. Childress said, ‘‘it is 
like a big canopy.’’

Lincoln took refuge in there, she said. 
When aides couldn’t find him anywhere else, 
they would look for him under the swooping 
branches, where he often went to read. 

Sometimes he even played there. He 
climbed this tree a couple of times, she 
noted—once with his son Tad, another time 
with Stanton’s children. 

I was awed. This tree knew Abe Lincoln—
it’s one of the few living things in this world 
that did. 

Back inside, I saw that the cottage was 
bigger than it looked—it’s a ‘‘cottage’’ only 
if you compare it with a mansion such as the 
White House. The style is Gothic revival, and 
it still has its lacy white trim, big front 
porch and heavy interior moldings. 

Except for modern furniture and a few par-
titions, the layout of the house is about the 
way it was when the Lincolns knew it. The 
White marble mantelpieces are original. So 
is the simple wooden banister leading up the 
stairs from the entry hall. And the shutters 
folded into the window frames. And the slid-
ing pocket doors on the ground floor—paint-
ed shut now, but still there. 

I wandered upstairs on my own and easily 
found the large second-floor room at the 
front of the house that had been Lincoln’s 
bedfront. This was where he wrote the final 
draft of the Emancipation Proclamation. 

The room is sparely furnished—a Victorian 
dresser, a contemporary dining-room table 
ringed with modern chairs. But its appeal 
lies in its silence, not its furniture. It was 
dead quiet there the day I visited—genuinely 
peaceful. The only sound from outside was a 
plaintive bugle call as veterans lowered the 
flag for the day. 

I could imagine the tall, gaunt president 
leaning against the fireplace mantel or look-
ing out the windows at the green lawn that 
still surrounds the cottage. He probably even 
looked through the same panes of glass. 

It hit me then: This place has more to do 
with Lincoln the president than any other 
shrine. More than his well-preserved home in 
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